
From atop Jimmy Stewart’s 
snow-covered shoulder in 
“It’s a Wonderful Life,” six-year-

old Karolyn Grimes spoke the most
famous line of the perennial Christmas
classic. 

The 1946 film has eternalized Grimes’
image as the adorable girl with golden
curls and a bright smile. 

Grimes celebrated the holidays 
with the staff and invited guests of
American Heritage at the Alsip
Doubletree on Friday, December 17.
The annual Christmas party was truly
a special event with the presence of
the woman who played the unforget-
table Zuzu Bailey in the greatest
Christmas movie of all time. 

Speaking in front of a receptive and
jovial crowd, Grimes addressed the
deeper meaning of the timeless film. 

“The film has so many wonderful
morals to it, about community spirit
and family togetherness,” Grimes said.
“The message of this film is that if 
you reach out, if you take the time 
to think of others, your impact can 
be very great.”

Grimes shared the story of her own
life with the captivated audience. Born
in Hollywood, Grimes’ lost both of her
parents just as her childhood movie
career was taking off. Over the years,
Grimes has overcome many hardships,

including the loss of two 
husbands and a son. 
But she let the audience in
on the secret of her happi-
ness - something she

learned from “It’s a Wonderful Life.”

“I drew strength and inspiration from
the story of a man who understood
that all you can take with you is that
which you’ve given away,” Grimes
concluded with a smile.

Zuzu Helps Make AHPS
Dedication “Wonderful”
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Upcoming Events

“Every time a bell rings 
an angel gets his wings.” 
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Join us for the Amateur Boxing
Championships, March 3rd. 
Amy Hannus, the third ranked
amateur U.S. boxer for 2004 in 
her weight class, and daughter 
of AHPS CEO Art Hannus, will 
be featured in the lineup. 

Limited number of general 
admission tickets available 
courtesy of Mr. Hannus – call 
(866) 830-1800 for details.

Illinois State
Crime Commission
– Fight Night

Join us March 16th for a seminar
highlighting Identity Theft at 
the Double Tree Hotel in Alsip.
Learn valuable tips to protect 
yourself from one of the nation’s
fastest growing crimes.

Continental Breakfast will begin at
8:30am followed by the presenta-
tion at 9. Seating is limited, please
register early by calling Lisa Digles
at (866) 830-1800.

Identity Theft
Prevention







Illinois 
State Crime
Commission
Turns Over
Findings to
U.S. Attorney
Art Hannus, President 

and CEO of American
Heritage, was recently
appointed by the Illinois State
Crime Commission to a Blue
Ribbon panel investigating 
the controversy surrounding
the relationship of a convicted
felon and the former
Economic Development
Commission Executive
Director for the City of 
Des Plaines.

The Crime Commission had
been invited by the citizens 
of Des Plaines to look into 
the matter after it was reported
that Bill Schneider, the former
Economic Development
Commissioner, had entered
into a sweetheart contract
with Premere Outdoor, Inc. to
erect 10 billboards along local
tollways. According to news-
paper accounts, Mr. Schneider,
and James Dvorak of Premere
Outdoor, Inc., were not only
close friends, but convicted
felons. 

The first red flag for the 
citizens of Des Plaines was 
the fact that twelve years ago a
referendum was placed on the
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We’re proud to recognize these individuals who have contributed 
to our growth and the continued success of our clients.

employee of the month
James Igoe
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ballot for the erection of billboards
and the citizens of Des Plaines
voted overwhelmingly to deny the
erection of the billboards. When
all of this came to the attention of
the local media, Mr. Schneider
resigned his position with the City.
City officials stated that they had
no previous knowledge of the
felony convictions of the parties
involved. It has been reported that
Mr. Schneider received a severance
package of nine months salary,
plus health insurance. 

On January 13th, the Blue Ribbon panel announced their findings at a press 
conference led by Senator Patrick O’Malley held in the American Heritage media
and conference center.

IL State Crime Commission... (continued from pg 5)

AHPS 6


